Carrying the burden
. of today's wars
In every contemporary military conflict, from
Afghanistan to Libya and Urkraine, local

communities are hit by lethal and effective
weapons, such as hunger.

Ly Fausle Biovken. ww coresponient

‘Geptember 11: God forgives, | don't."’ Thess

wez=re the wonds writien on the helmet of
a LLE. Army sergeant from New York Ciry

admncing with his roops in the Iregi deser

in 2003 Athough Saddam Hussein had
noithing 1o do with 911 the sergean, who

had joined the army voluntarily, wos & fomer>
podiceman who witnessed the oollapse of the

Twin Towers by the hands of temonsts.

of Ahmed's house. His father had begged
themn not to shoot sgainsi the approadhing
armored column with their rusty ssapons.
But their biut reply was: "fou must be
prawd to die with us.' While the Fedayean
were blown oway with & single shot,

@ shrapne shell would mutiate Ahmed
wnd his entire family forever, Bke a timy
human shieid.

The Wars these days are devastating especially

communities and civils, entire nations. Mot only soldiers

Thee only certamby & that everything has
changsd sinoe 811 War has becoms
mare and more unbalanced and
unszonventional, exerting o devastating
impact on the communities and civilians
orushed by an epooch-making confiict.
Ahmed knows it well; a 7-year-old Iragi
young boy, he had his arm tom eway by
o caninanball shot by @ British tank. His
famnily despemaiely wanted to tell me his
tragio story in front of the distressed boy,
sitting in a comer hodding his bandaged
stmp. The Fedayesn Saddam (Martyrs of
Saddam), a paramilitary group of fightems
loynl to the dictator, had dimbed the mof

In Afghanistan, there are 4000 casualti=s
ewary year, mostly civilians. Since 2002
[tnly has lost B4 lives to restors hops in an
endbsssly war-tom cowminy, and it is stll not

dlear whether we have won or lost. Even the

rmumber of onsuaities is out of balance.
Ten years after the Twin Towers
collaps=d, a series of A Springs beokos
aut on our docrstep cotoching everyons by
surprisa. At first, many people befieved

they were simply some kind of Arab student

revoll ngainst immovable tyrands in & world
which sesmed of @ standsdill But soon, the
#Amb Spring tumed into o bloody winber
taking o deaddy toll on those peoples who
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fad embarked on the ardwows jowmey
af change, full of hopes. Chverthrowing
the Gaddafi family cost Ly 50,000
wictims. Meanwhile, the =nd & nowhere
ini sight in Syna despits the 180,000
casualties and 3 millicn reheagess accarding
to UM scurces. The most disconcesting
figure concerns kg and the number
of intemally dsplaced people in bath
oountries, with 136 million individusls
esnaping war, And led's not forget the
oansaquences for the West, confronted with
the spread of the Caliph’s black flag from:
kg to Cynennica.

Lindsr his motoriows Bedown t=nt,
| was the lnsd ltalian journafist to interview
Muammar Gaddiafi only o few days before
his death as the revolt repidly expanded.
Hf the== gangs inspired by Bin Laden werne
io inks conbrol over & sinble government
providing sscurity, African citizens wil
take to sea towards Europe and the
Meditesrans=an will becomes o sea of chaos,”
the Colons] predicted as his wonrds remained
unheard. When | askoed him whether he
was afraid to die like Saddam, hung by his
own people, the interpreter had tomed pale
and mumibled b could not translats the
muestion. But Gaddafi understood English
and replied with o lmogh first, then got
ol ==rious and guistly acknowiedged the
likefibiood of his own tragio end.

In Damasous, when the US planned ta
ke thes Syrian regime, the people in the
street would stop any rare Westsmer ond
tedll theeery mngrily, "Yiour raids will opesn the
wary to the binck Aags of the ghad. They will
kil us all.*

Today's conflict sees not only the return
of the Caliph, but also the resurfsoing
of mediewval war sirobegies such as the
powerfd weapon of hungesr, Onfy a few
meters oway from a bunch of Synan children
playing foothall in the streets, 8 Damascus
guarter has tumed indo a ghostly fromt
line where no building is left standing amd
the deadly sil=ncs is intsmapted only by
shooting snipers. The Palesfinian camp of
Yarmouk, allied with rebels, paid the price of
o terrible siege which resulted in starving its
oan inhabitants. When the United MNations
managed to deliver the first aid amang
the rubbles of the war, they were met by a
nusnber of ghost-like starvsd human beings.
Lost susmumes in breg, the winning armies of the
Caliph foroed the Yazidi minority bo escapss.
40,000 people smbarked on an mfemal manh
in the Sinjar Mountains where they would
diée of hunger and thirst squarely befare the
eyes aof the international community.

120,000 Christians fram Moswl and the
Nineveh plains wers foroed fo exile and seek
refirge in Kurdistan. Most of them dream of
o wisa for Europe in order to leave the war

behind, as the ancient Chinstian community
in Inag risks disappeaning.

Conflict and economic instability ar
pushing growing waves of refugees and
migranis towards o Ewropean Eldorada
which simply no longer exists. In Zwusra,

Today the most destructive
weapon to exhaust

the population is hunger

on the Libyan oost, | warbched them ving

in disgraceful conditions in avercrowded
shacks while awaiting their depariure fo
Lompedisa. And when the crder to board
oames, human iraffickens forcsd them o dmg
® long nubber raft up to the sea, plodding
mlong the seashone ke slaves.

Last year, the newhy arrved 166, 000
immigrants brought Haly foce to face with
the difernma betwszn human pity and
zolidarity mare than sver before, as the
latter bacomes & too heawy Burden for
oomman oitizens struggling through an
aconomic and monal oriss.

On top of this, the 0id Continent i
once again threatened by war, which we
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considered something of the past with the
end of the former Yugoslavia confliat an
cur doorstep. In Ukraine, in the heart of
Europe, & brutal war affecting the seven
million citizens of Donbass. is taking place
amid feeble truoes, in the cowniry's Easiem
region nesar the Russian border which took
up amme against Kiev. Bruno Giwdice, the
ooy ltafian stll iving in Donetsk, the "capital
city’ of Donbass, has put forward an appeal
ta stop the war which ampifies the ory

of pain of al the civilans affected by this
dangerous strength test betwessn the East
and the Wesi. "Hospitals, kindsrgariens,
schools, markeds, housss and =ven bues
stops weare hit,' Gisdice denounced. The

lzoal population is forced to e in nuclear
bunkers and the grip of the cold weather
is terrible, with seweral areas withowt gas,
water or slsciricity. Banks are clossd,
pharmacies open imtermittenthy. After
worddng for 30 or 40 years, retired people
no longer receive their pension and sursive
on humanitanan aid in order not to die of
starvation. This is 21st cemhany Europe.

Every time | refurn home after reporting
from anothesr war frond, | cheooss to take
the train, which travels along the const. |
zan then admire the extoordinery splendor
of the Gulf of Trieste and | kesp reminding
rmyself how locky we are ta live in peace.
And we should newer forges i.
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